
READINGS IN CANADIAN HISTORY 

YEAR 2 – DEVELOPING THE NATION OF CANADA 

 

These 33 stories will provide an overview of the main events in Developing the Nation of Canada for 
grades 4 through 9 or higher.  The program can be completed within one school year if the reading 
schedule is kept tight, or two years for a more comfortable or thorough pace, depending on time allotted.   
 
FUR TRADEFUR TRADEFUR TRADEFUR TRADE    
 
1682-1914 Adventurers from the Bay: Men of the Hudson’s Bay Clifford Wilson 
 Company  
1759-1824 Fur Trader: The Story of Alexander Henry  Robert D. Ferguson 
1776-1821 The Nor’Westers: The Fight for the Fur Trade  Marjorie Wilkins Campbell 
 
WESTERN EXPLORATIONWESTERN EXPLORATIONWESTERN EXPLORATIONWESTERN EXPLORATION    
 
1772-1798 Captain of the Discovery: Captain George Vancouver  Roderick Haig-Brown 
1764-1820 Trailmaker: Alexander Mackenzie  Richard S. Lambert 
1808 The Savage River: Seventy-One Days with Simon Marjorie Wilkins Campbell 
 Fraser  
1783-1857 The Map-Maker: The Story of David Thompson Kerry Wood 
 
SETTLING OF THE WESTSETTLING OF THE WESTSETTLING OF THE WESTSETTLING OF THE WEST    
 
1794-1836 Red River Adventure: The Story of the Selkirk Settlers  J. W. Chalmers 
1853-1916 The Bold Heart: Father Lacombe  Josephine Phelan 
1869    The Great Chief: Maskepetoon, Warrior of the Crees  Kerry Wood 
 
BC GOLD RUSHBC GOLD RUSHBC GOLD RUSHBC GOLD RUSH    
 
1858 Quest in the Cariboo  John F. Hayes 
1858 West to the Cariboo  Lorrie McLaughlin 
 
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICEROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICEROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICEROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE    
 
1873 The Scarlet Force: The Making of the Mounted Police  T. Morris Longstreth 
1836-1894 The Queen’s Cowboy: James Macleod of the Mounties  Kerry Wood 
1897-1952 The Force Carries On: Sequel to "The Scarlet Force"  T. Morris Longstreth 
 
CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAYCANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAYCANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAYCANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY    
 
1880-1885 Steel Across the Plains Pierre Berton 
1880-1885 Steel Across the Shield Pierre Berton 
1880-1885 Railway Pathfinders Pierre Berton 
 



 
RIEL REBELLIONRIEL REBELLIONRIEL REBELLIONRIEL REBELLION    
 
 Fifty Dollar Bride: Marie Rose Smith  Jock Carpenter 

1884-1885 Revolt in the West: The Story of the Riel Rebellion  Edward McCourt 
1885 Buckskin Brigadier (Tom Strange): Story of Alberta Field Edward McCourt 
 Force in 1885  
 
KLONDIKE GOLD RKLONDIKE GOLD RKLONDIKE GOLD RKLONDIKE GOLD RUSHUSHUSHUSH    
 
1896-1898 The Golden Trail: The Story of the Klondike Rush  Pierre Berton 
1897  Call of the Wild Jack London 
 
WORLD WAR IWORLD WAR IWORLD WAR IWORLD WAR I    
 
1914-1918 Knights of the Air: Canadian Aces of WWI  John Norman Harris 
 
ARCTIC EXPLORATIONARCTIC EXPLORATIONARCTIC EXPLORATIONARCTIC EXPLORATION    
    
1871-1925 The True North: The Story of Captain Joseph Bernier  T. C. Fairley &  
  Charles E. Israel 
1940-1954 Arctic Assignment: Story of the "St. Roch"  Sgt. F. S. Farrar, RCMP 
 
THE DEPRESSION (1930’s)THE DEPRESSION (1930’s)THE DEPRESSION (1930’s)THE DEPRESSION (1930’s)    
 
1929-1939 Who Has Seen the Wind  W. O. Mitchell 
 
LLLLIFE IN THE 1900’s IFE IN THE 1900’s IFE IN THE 1900’s IFE IN THE 1900’s –––– (PRE WORLD WAR II) (PRE WORLD WAR II) (PRE WORLD WAR II) (PRE WORLD WAR II)    
 
1873-1951 Nellie L. (McClung)  Connie Brummel Crook 
1948 The Host Rock  Mary Frances Doner 
 
WORLD WAR IIWORLD WAR IIWORLD WAR IIWORLD WAR II    
 
1939-1945 Ships of the Great Days: Canada's Navy in WWII  Joseph Schull 
 
POST WORLD WAR II POST WORLD WAR II POST WORLD WAR II POST WORLD WAR II –––– MODERN H MODERN H MODERN H MODERN HISTORYISTORYISTORYISTORY    
 
1949    Get something substantial on Newfoundland’s Entry to 

Confederation 

 

 to Confederation  

? Not Without Hope (B.C.: Nootka Mission and Esperanza Louise Johnson 
 Hospital)  
1999      Get something substantial on Nunavut’s Entry to  
 Confederation  
 
 


